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5 grilling recipes
to get you fired up

FOOD, 8B

A hazy shade of summer

By Faith Rae
frae@conleynet.com 

262-513-2644

Wildfire smoke from Canada caused
the air quality to progressively get
worse in Waukesha, West Bend and
Milwaukee counties throughout the
day on Tuesday. The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’ monitors
in both counties showed a “Very
Unhealthy” level of air quality. 

“That region is currently experienc-
ing some of the highest levels of air pol-
lution, not just in the U.S., but across
the globe,” said Outreach Coordinator
with the DNR Air Management Pro-
gram Craig Czarnecki, at 2 p.m. on
Tuesday. “Current forecasts show the
plume continuing to the south through-
out the day, with maximum impacts
occurring right now through the next

few hours.”
The smoke is impacting nearly the

entire state of Wisconsin, and the DNR
issued an air quality advisory for
unhealthy levels of fine particulate
matter on Monday, and it will stay in
effect until Thursday at noon. 

“We would urge everyone to keep out-
door activities light and short and
watch for symptoms like coughing and
shortness of breath, those would be
signs to take a break and move
indoors,” said Czarnecki. “And espe-
cially for people in sensitive groups,
that would be people with heart or lung
disease, older adults, children, those
who are pregnant and those who work
outdoors. People in those sensitive
groups should seriously consider mov-
ing events inside.”

Wildfire smoke from Canada causing 
air quality to worsen in Wisconsin 

Breathe easier
In addition to staying indoors, the Wis-
consin DNR lists a number of ways to
avoid the wildfire smoke:

■ Close all windows and doors.
■  Run the air conditioning on 
recirculate.
■ Use an indoor air purifier.

For those who must spend time 
outside, the DNR suggests people to:

■ Check the air quality conditions
before leaving the house and through-
out the day.
■ Avoid or limit exercising outdoors.
■ Consider wearing N95 masks,
especially if outdoors for an extended
period of time.

Many ways to
celebrate the 4th
in Washington

County
Parades, fireworks, family

activities and more
WASHINGTON COUNTY — With July Fourth com-

ing next week, Washington County residents have a
healthy number of options in where and how they
choose to celebrate the nation’s independence, on July
4 itself but also in the days leading up to it. Here is a
breakdown of upcoming Independence Day festivities
in Washington County.

West Bend
The Fourth of July fes-

tivities in West Bend
begin at 9:30 a.m. with
the Independence Day
parade at 9:30 p.m. The
parade will set off from
Badger Middle School,
727 S. 6th Ave., and con-
tinue north on Main
Street to Veterans
Avenue. The parade will
then continue north on
Veterans Avenue to
Rivershores Drive before
concluding at Regner
Park, according to the
city.

After the parade, festivi-
ties will migrate to Regner Park for the annual Duck
Derby, music, dancing, contests and the Horicon Bank
Fireworks at dusk.

Regner Park has a full-day of family activities
planned, including the sand castle contest, big splash
contest, belly flop contest, 3-legged races and more.
The beach is open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Admission is
$4 for children ages 4-5, and $5 for adults ages 17-and-
up.

Here is the full event schedule for Regner Park.
11 a.m. — Swim Pond opens
11:30 a.m. — Sand Castle Contest
12 p.m. — Splash Pad opens
12:30 p.m. — Simon Says
1 p.m. — Sand Castle Contest judging
3:30 p.m. — Big Splash Contest
4:30 p.m. — Limbo
5:15 p.m. — 3-legged races
6 p.m. — Belly Flop Contest
7 p.m. — Pond closes

By John Vanderhoef
jvanderhoef@conleynet.com

262-306-5076

HARTFORD — Four Hartford Union High
School students placed first in the nation in a
TeamWorks multiple day event at the Skills-
USA National Leadership Conference held in
Atlanta last week.

The first-place, four-member team of HUHS
students, consisting of Lilly Feucht, Jamison
Duehring, Bradin Luedke and Charlie
Oehldrich, was told it won the competition in
front of a packed State Farm Arena in Atlanta,
with a blaring crowd, in what became a very
emotional moment for the students. 

From left: HUHS stu-
dents Charlie
Oehldrich, Jamison
Duehring, Lilly Feucht
and Bradin Luedke
on stage in the State
Farm Arena at the
SkillsUSA National
Leadership Confer-
ence held in Atlanta,
being awarded
medals after learning
they had won first
place in the Team-
Works competition.

Photo courtesy of Nicky
Feucht

HUHS students win nationals 
at SkillsUSA competition

Four friends grew closer working toward victory

See FOURTH, PAGE 4A

Photo courtesy of West Bend

The Horicon Bank fireworks
display will begin around
dusk in West Bend’s Regner
Park on July 4.

See HUHS, PAGE 4A

Photo courtesy of Richard Herriges

Wildfire smoke from Canada caused the air quality to progressively get worse in West Bend, pictured here, throughout the day
on Tuesday.

See HAZE, PAGE 8A



Daily News - 06/28/2023 Page : A04

June 28, 2023 8:01 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

4A • DAILY NEWS • WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2023 GMTODAY.COMLOCAL

Fourth
From Page 1A

Hartford
After community members saved

Hartford’s Fourth of July Parade from
cancellation earlier this year, it has
come back as strong as ever with 43 par-
ticipants and counting. The parade
begins at 2 p.m. on the corner of Main
Street and State Street in Hartford. The
parade concludes at Lincoln Elementary
School.

The Festival Foods 4th of July Fire-
works display will shoot off at Indepen-
dence Park, 633 E. Monroe Ave., at dusk
around 9:30 p.m.

Kewaskum
Kewaskum has its annual fireworks

show the evening of July 3 in River Hill
Park, 1150 Parkview Drive in
Kewaskum.

The village’s annual Tarp Day is on
Saturday, July 1. Tarp Day is the day the
village allows residents to lay tarps
down to claim spots in PARK for the fire-
works display on July 3. Residents are
allowed to place their tarps down start-
ing at 6 a.m. on July 1. 

Slinger
While Slinger may not have its own

fireworks on July 4, Slinger Speedway is
hosting a Racing & Fireworks event on
Sunday, July 2 to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day.

Gates open at 5 p.m. Racing starts at
6:30 p.m. Fireworks start at dusk.

Germantown
Germantown is celebrating the Fourth

with its own day of family activities at
Firemen’s Park. The parade begins at 2
p.m. and jumpstarts the day’s festivities.
Then, from 3 p.m. to dusk, there are
activities in Firemen’s Park for the
whole family.

Multiple live acts will perform on the
event’s stage throughout the day. J.K.
Lee Black Belt Academy will perform
demonstrations from 3:45-4:15 p.m.
Then, Mr. Fun Magic Show will wow
audiences with illusions and trickery
from 5:30-6:15 p.m. Following that, Boot-
jack Road will play live from 6:30-9 p.m.

Other activities include Barrel Wars
at 4:15 p.m., face painting, balloon
artists, glitter artists and Germantown
Fire Department activities. 

There will also be plenty to eat and
drink. There will be a beer garden, Roll
MKE food truck, Smoked at 225 food
truck, Robert’s Frozen Custard and Lat-
itude Café. BSA Scout Troops 116G will
also be there selling food. 

HUHS
From Page 1A

Before the announcement, the three top
teams were invited on stage not knowing
where they had placed.

“It honestly doesn’t feel real,” Feucht said.
“It hasn’t really sunk in, and I don’t know if
it ever will. I was crying. We were all crying.
When they called second place, we were like,
‘Oh my gosh. This is happening.’ That’s
when I broke down in tears.”

The emotional experience was shared by
the students’ HUHS teacher and adviser,
Mark Murphy, along with family who attend-
ed the event.

“I couldn’t be more excited,” said Murphy.
“This is a big thing. There are 110 events.
We’re up against something like 40 competi-
tors in TeamWorks. When Wisconsin was
one of the three finalists in TeamWorks, we
were just ecstatic. I knew I had a special team
going down, but I thought, ‘Third place
would be awesome.’ Then they announced
the third-place winners. And then second
place. And you could just see the students’
faces light up. Then we all just blew up. It was
amazing.”

The competition ran from Tuesday
through Thursday and involved students
planning out and building a multitiered
structure with complex electrical, roofing,
plumbing and brick work, according to Mur-
phy.

Two other HUHS students also attended
the national conference and took part in
other competitions. Harsh Patel took fourth
place in Aviation Maintenance and Jon
Brown earned eighth place in Electronics
Technology.

Building a team
In 2019, Murphy led a group of students

who won third place at state for the Team-
Works competition. But then COVID-19 hit,
he said, and competitions were put on hold.
This was the first year since the pandemic
that HUHS students have competed in Skills-
USA.

This winning group of four students had
previously won state in April, Murphy said. 

Before that, they bonded while working on
this year’s VISION house, which Murphy
also advises. 

The Hartford Rotary Club broke ground on
its 24th VISION home build in collaboration
with HUHS last fall. Students from HUHS’s
Vocational Instruction Supporting Individu-
al Occupation Needs (VISION) program built
the house throughout this last school year.
The VISION program provides vocational
training that helps students design and build
a house in the community.

“I’ve been working with these kids since
they were freshmen and sophomores,” Mur-
phy said. “Their training and progress and
everything they did on the VISION house
just led to everything they did at nationals at
SkillsUSA.” 

The four students were already friends, but
they became closer while working on the
VISION house, Feucht said. 

Three of the students, Feucht, Duehring,
and Luedke, were driven to compete in Team-
Works, according to Murphy, and they con-
vinced Oehldrich to come on board.
Oehldrich, whose dad is an electrician, had
done a lot of the electrical work on the
VISION house and his skills were valuable to
the overall team.

“That’s the key to TeamWorks,” Murphy
said. “Having four students that have an
overarching view of everything so they can
help and assist on each individual section
but also having some specialty knowledge
was really valuable for them.”

Murphy said Duehring is good at brick
work, Oehldrich has electrician skills and
Luedke took on the challenge of plumbing
work. Feucht was an assist with the framing,
said Murphy, but she also led the roofing
work in the competition.

“As much as they worked together, they
were able to be independent and work on
their own as well,” Murphy said.

The competition
The SkillsUSA TeamWorks event is a mul-

tiday skills test that challenges students to
build a specific structure and complete vari-
ous tasks, such as electrical and roofing
work, within a specific amount of time and
at a high-quality level.

This year’s challenge was a two-tiered pro-
ject, according to Murphy, who said students

had to frame walls, install a roof over a por-
tion of the structure, run electrical through a
couple of areas, including installing a break-
er panel and wiring a dryer outlet. Students
also had to do plumbing, venting and some
brick work on the structure, Murphy said.

On the first day, students went through an
orientation and had to present a manage-
ment plan for how they would progress
through the various challenges. For the next
two days, on Wednesday and Thursday last
week, students put in full eight-hour days to
build, Murphy said.

“It was exhausting,” Feucht said. “It was
very, very hard.”

There was a considerable amount of phys-
ical stress associated with the multiday com-
petition, Feucht said. The group felt good
after the first build day, Feucht said, despite
being tired. But after lunch on the second day
of building, Feucht said she and her team-
mates were exhausted and dehydrated and
nervous about finishing on time.

Despite the physical stress, the four
worked together to finish and earned first
place in the competition. And they were pre-
sented with medals under the lights of the
State Farm Arena in front of a huge crowd.

All four students plan to go into the trades
when they graduate, according to Feucht,
who said she plans to go into finish carpen-
try and she finds motivation in being able to
see change happening as she works on a pro-
ject.

“I like making things look nice,” Feucht
said. “When it comes to that, I’m definitely a
perfectionist.”

Photo courtesy of Nicky Feucht

From left to right: Harsh Patel (4th place Aviation Maintenance), Bradin Luedke (1st place
Teamworks), Lilly Feucht (1st place Teamworks), Mark Murphy (adviser), Jamison Duehring
(1st place Teamworks), Charlie Oehldrich (1st place Teamworks), Jon Brown (8th Place Elec-
tronics Technology). All six students competed at the SkillsUSA National Leadership Confer-
ence in Atlanta.

SCENES FROM THE PAST

Scenes From the Past

Mysterious fire in Allenton
ALLENTON — This photo was taken two and a half hours after a fire in the Allenton business district was started on June 25, 1910.
In total, 41 buildings were destroyed after that fire burned for three hours. It is still a mystery as to how the fire started, but we do know where it began.
The fire was discovered on the roof of J. Ruplinger & Co.’s store. It is believed that because of the temperature for the preceding few weeks, everything
was very dry and there was a lack of water.
There were no casualties and some personal effects were saved. The view of this image is from the railroad tracks.
To learn more about the Allenton 1910 fire and other fires in Washington County and see more photos, please make an appointment to come visit the
Research Center in The Tower Heritage Center.

By John Vanderhoef
jvanderhoef@conleynet.com

262-306-5076

WEST BEND — The West Bend
School District is holding a formal
reconsideration meeting at 5 p.m.
today at the Education Service
Center to determine if the novel
“The 57 Bus” by Dashka Slater is
appropriate to have available as a
choice for students in a Badger
Middle School English book club
after a resident submitted a formal
complaint about it.

The committee reconsidering
the book is made up of adminis-
trators, library staff and teachers.

An English teacher from Badger
Middle School and a parent of a
student who attends the school
were chosen through a drawing on
Monday to also take part in the
reconsideration process.  

The formal complaint against
the book was submitted by West
Bend School District resident
Carol Heger, who is also a parent
to a former WBSD student. In her
comments to the board over at
least two meetings, Heger objected
to content in “The 57 Bus” that
made references to communism,
drug use, transgender identities
and what Heger argues are anti-
Christian messages. As the resi-

dent who submitted the complaint,
Heger will be given time to speak
at the reconsideration meeting.

“The 57 Bus” is currently avail-
able for students to read through a
book club and is not assigned to all
students.

At the West Bend School Board
meeting on June 19, the Board
rejected a motion in a 4-3 vote to
immediately suspend four books
in the district as part of the
board’s ongoing discussions of
inappropriate books, which has
been led on the community side by
residents like Heger. Board mem-
ber John Donaldson had intro-
duced the motion to pull the four

books, which included “The 57
Bus.” The other three books con-
sidered in the motion included
“The Kite Runner,” “The Hate U
Give” and “Dear Martin.”

The board members who reject-
ed Donaldson’s motion said that
they would prefer to follow exist-
ing district policy for the reconsid-
eration of instructional materials.
This process requires a formal
complaint to be submitted fol-
lowed by the district setting up a
reconsideration meeting like the
one being held for “The 57 Bus”
today. 

West Bend Superintendent Jen-
nifer Wimmer said at the June 19

board meeting that of the four
books Donaldson called to be
pulled, the district had only
received formal reconsideration
complaints for “The 57 Bus” and
“The Kite Runner.” 

Heger said a second meeting is
already set for 5 p.m. July 13 at the
ESC for the final decision about
“The 57 Bus.” 

District considers appropriateness of ‘The 57 Bus’
WEST BEND SCHOOL DISTRICT 

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  
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Hartford’s
Loosen named

to national
Hispanic

Honor Society

WHITEWATER — Cassidy
Loosen, a student at UW-
Whitewater from Hartford,
was named to the national
Hispanic Honor Society,
Sigma Delta Pi.

To receive this honor,
Loosen had to maintain a
GPA of at least 3.2, receive at
least a 3.0 in all Spanish class-
es and complete upper-divi-
sion courses in Spanish.

“Learning a second lan-
guage is a challenging cogni-
tive process that many
attempt and few master in a
lifetime. The students who
are inducted into our honor
societies have proven their
ability to do this and more,”
said Lisa Huempfner, advisor
for the UW-Whitewater Zeta
Lambda chapter of Sigma
Delta Pi. “As such, honor
society membership is one of
the few ways we are able to
recognize these outstanding
students and their accom-
plishments, which is a great
source of pride for them and
their families, not to mention
for our World Languages and
Cultures Programs.”

UW-Whitewater
student receives

honor


